TWO PROJECTS

When we worked with youth in Linz back in the seventies, I made up a Christmas Quiz that was well received, so after getting an email account in 1996, I decided to send the quiz to friends before Christmas. To my surprise, I began to receive email from all over the world, from people I had never heard of. Some recipients forwarded my quiz to their friends and these did the same. My address was on the quiz, so I got email from people in many countries on four continents saying how much they enjoyed the quiz, asking permission to print it, or mentioning errors and supposed errors. Quite a few recipients were surprised to learn interesting facts associated with the birth of Christ that they had never heard or considered. Rabban Gamaliel's name came up frequently in this correspondence.  

Rabban Gamaliel

I discovered that Rabban Gamaliel, the Apostle Paul's illustrious teacher, was of the lineage of David and would therefore have been in Bethlehem when Jesus was born. I mentioned this trivia in the explanation of my answers and a number of people wanted to know more. I determined to learn more about the Rabbi who taught Saul of Tarsus before he converted to Christianity and became the Apostle Paul.  It all started quite innocently, but evolved into a book.

Not much is said about Gamaliel in the Bible, but I found a wealth of information in the on-line Jewish Encyclopedia, in historical books and on Internet sites. My curiosity turned to interest and then almost an obsession. A befriended college librarian whose computer was connected to over 60,000 libraries did a search and said that he could find no book written about Gamaliel from an evangelical Christian perspective.  I decided to study in earnest and write what I learned. 

Although we had little time to spare in our final year in Austria, my wife and I jumped at the opportunity to join a group of Austrian Christians for an intensive two-week study tour in Turkey. I am somewhat of a church history buff and had studied and researched church history in Europe and America. Although we never got to Israel, we were able to visit Greece in 1989 and I always wanted to visit places in Turkey that are mentioned in the Bible.  Our April, 2002 tour of Turkey was a great way to cap off four decades of ministry in Europe. 

The Apostle Paul was born in modern Turkey. With a history going back over 6,000 years, Tarsus has been a major center of civilization. During the Roman Empire, Tarsus was the capital of the province of Cilicia, Mark Antony and Cleopatra first met here but Tarsus is probably better known as the birthplace of Saul of Tarsus. Many of the places where the great Apostle preached and taught are also located in modern Turkey including recipients of several epistles and all seven churches named in Revelation 2-3. 

Later that year, I showed Dr. Erwin Lutzer my collected information and manuscripts about Gamaliel when he spoke at our mission's All-Europe Conference in Switzerland. He had written several biographies of Bible characters, and as Pastor of the famous Moody Church in Chicago, I argued that more people would read the book if he wrote it. I was not interested in fame or financial gain, but felt that Bible students should know more about this important man. Dr. Lutzer skimmed through my papers and returned them the following day. He said that I should write the book myself and offered to write an endorsement for the cover or flyleaf. 

With that encouragement, I resolved to write the book, but it might never have been published if I had not had a heart attack and gotten four bypasses in August, 2005. Following the operation, I spent two months editing my manuscript and sent it off to Xulon Press. There was no time to contact Dr. Lutzer about writing something for the flyleaf. The book was self-published, meaning I did all the editing and paid for printing. Xulon promised that they could deliver 500 copies by the end of November if they received the final manuscript in October. I didn't receive the books until mid-January, 2006. 

Packaging the Gospel

The second project on my bucket list was the translation and printing of a seminar that I had taught to students in the Austrian Bible Institute and to youth leaders. I called the original seminar "Verpackung des Evangeliums" (Packaging the Gospel) but, like my studies on Gamaliel, it evolved into a book that covers many aspects of what we call "The Great Commission". 

You can download digital copies of my books and articles including Rabban Gamaliel and Images of the Creator Should be Creative from my website, www.rvharvey.org. Click on the tab "Ralph's Documents" and scroll to the bottom of the page. There you can click on the images to download the books.

