Blessed Oblivion 

During the cold war, we viewed all Russians as communists and the Russians were convinced that all Americans were capitalists. With the demise of the Iron Curtain, Russia and Eastern Europe have been able to break free from the shackles of communism, but we Americans are still obsessed with and possessed by material affluence (we don’t like the term “capitalism”). Because our addiction is voluntary, we are convinced that it’s okay. 

At the turn of the new millennium, we Americans felt pretty good about ourselves. And we believed that there were many reasons why others should look favorably upon our great nation:

· Millions of people, mostly Europeans, migrated to America to escape persecution, poverty and political despotism. And they found freedom to worship as they desired. They were able to work, run a business and buy property. And their kids got a good education. All this would not have been possible in the “old country.” 

· Americans sent missionaries into all the world who built churches, schools and hospitals. They taught people to read and write, taught them how to farm and not to eat each other or shrink each other’s heads. 

· In 1938, American geologists discovered oil in the sands of Saudi Arabia. The Arab nations were poor and defenseless, but we made them immensely wealthy by building them refineries and then purchasing oil from them so they could buy arms from us. 

· America freed Europe from the clutches of Adolf Hitler and spent a fortune to rebuild Europe and Japan. 

· During the “cold war era,” one country after another fell under the rule of communism. On several occasions, it was only American intervention which prevented military takeovers. 

It is the opinion of most Americans that the rest of the world should have breathed a great sigh of relief when, after the demise of the Iron Curtain and destruction of the Berlin Wall, America became the only remaining super-power. The USA seeks to bring democracy to the rest of the world, fights for human rights and distributes billions of dollars in foreign aid annually. The United States makes up only six percent of the world population yet pays a quarter of the United Nation’s annual budget and provides forty percent of international emergency aid. This in spite of the fact that most member nations consistently vote against American interests. Our nation’s track record shows that the USA pays cash for territorial expansion and doesn’t use its superior military power to gain political control over other nations. Why should anyone fear Americans, let alone hate them!
A Rude Awakening 

The vicious attacks in New York and Washington on September 11, 2001 finally awakened “Sleeping Beauty” from her dream world. Lady Liberty rubbed her eyes and asked if what she saw across the Hudson River was for real or just a nightmare. Gradually, the entire nation began to fathom that something dreadful had happened. 

Americans at first surmised that the enemy was a small handful of fanatics who had been brainwashed by the renegade Saudi ex-patriot, Osama bin Laden. But when television news broadcasts showed chanting and flag-burning mobs in the streets of nearly every major city of the Middle East, the truth began to emerge. It was not just a handful of radicals, but nearly all Muslim nations which hated us! They considered America to be the epitome of evil and our President was the devil himself! The cold, hard reality of this situation was unsettling to say the least.
International Isolation 

President Bush declared war on terrorism – against “the axis of evil” as he called it, but to his dismay, few western nations rallied to the support of what they called “America’s war.” A number of Western European nations which we had viewed as friendly allies became the most outspoken critics of our foreign policy. 

In our blessed isolation, we had become clueless about what the rest of the world thought of us. Our fathers didn’t learn a whole lot when they fought on foreign soil, but the present generation of Americans knows even less. A few Americans take bus tours in Europe and other nations, but the shallow bits of information gleaned from tour guides are soon forgotten upon returning home. 

So, there we have it! Muslim nations are our enemies and Europeans our critics. Certainly, we Americans stand united – or do we?
Internal Division 

During the 2004 election campaign, we began to realize that our nation is sharply divided. Never before in history, not even during the Civil War, have “United” States citizens been less united than they are today. And both sides of the divide know very well that these differences are of a religious nature, involving ethics and moral values. On the one side are those who believe in prayer and accountability to God, and on the other side are people thoroughly immersed in humanism, who believe that they should be free to act and live anyway they choose. 

America suffers from a “we” and “they” malady. Since I identify with those who purport to believe in Jesus and follow his teachings, “we” refers to this group. “They” would then indicate the godless in our society. These are people who don’t care what God says. It is remarkable to note that while “they” show some semblance of unity, “we” continue to subdivide.
“They” are United 

“They” - the godless people - have had their coming-out party. They have explained to everyone clearly and in great detail who they are, where they stand on most issues, what they believe and what they don’t believe. 

“They” make it very clear that they want freedom to kill unborn babies and use the organs and body tissues to save or extend other lives. 

“They” openly claim that they evolved from monkeys, who in turn, evolved from one-celled creatures, which just happened into existence after a big bang. “They” insist that there was absolutely no intelligence involved in this process, but that great intelligence is required to perpetuate this “science.” 

“They” tell us what they do in their bedrooms, who they do it with and why the public should be supportive of their lifestyles. “They” teach children in the schools that sexual expression or indulgence with any person regardless of gender is quite normal. 

“They” – supported by the Supreme Court of the United States of America, forbid “us” to display religious symbols and talk to or about God in public places because this offends others. But they insist on the right to use any language they please - including the names of God and Jesus (provided they are used irreverently) to describe what they think of us. The same Supreme Court has ruled that the U.S. Constitution guarantees them this “freedom of speech.” 

“They” go one step further. Should we read certain Bible verses within the confines of our own churches, which declare lesbians and homosexuals to be sinners, this is a “hate crime,” punishable by imprisonment. If a church or Christian college refuses to accept gays and lesbians, it loses its tax-exempt status.
“We” are Divided 

The name “Christian” should normally indicate someone who is a follower of Christ. If we do not believe or are not following the teachings of Jesus Christ, we have no right to call ourselves Christians, but many do. A person who passes bogus dollars can be prosecuted by law and a foreigner who poses as a citizen of the United States can be deported, but anyone can claim to be a Christian and get away with it, even if he or she denies the teachings of Christ. 

It is one of those many absurdities in our world for which there is no logical explanation. If I write a book and don't get it copyrighted, a “Christian” Publisher may copyright, publish and collect royalties from its' sales even though the publisher may disagree with what I wrote. If I publish any part of “my” book without written permission, he can sue me. There are also greedy “Christian” Publishers who collect royalties from hymns written to simply to edify, comfort, encourage or share God's Word in music. James Strong developed a numbering system for the Hebrew and Greek words of the Bible in the late 1800s. Programmers who make Bible search programs for computers must pay royalties to somebody who never met James Strong just for the privilege of integrating his numbering system into their programs. 

“We” Christians are divided on what we believe and how we should respond to godless “liberals.” Some Christians maintain that religion is a personal matter between God and men; we have no right to meddle in the personal affairs of others. 

“We” waste precious time arguing about politically correct terminology while “they” cuss us out in unison. 

And “we” can expect little guidance from our churches, for most are divided into club-like factions that have little to do with each other. The purpose of many churches is similar to that of a golf club, a secret lodge, the volunteer fire company or the corner bar. It is a meeting place for likeminded people who share the same interests and prejudices, and where social interaction takes place. The average church is only different from the above named secular institutions in that there is less fellowship and more dissention. During church services, people sit in rows looking at the next person’s hair or lack of it. Most fellowship between members takes place during the week at bingo games, church suppers and on bus trips. 

A few churches claim to “take a firm stand on issues” and to “preach the Word of God unequivocally without compromise.” But the firm stand and preaching of truth are generally confined to the church sanctuary. Such churches call themselves “evangelical,” “fundamental” or “Bible believing,” but the wishy-washy kind of churches call them “separatists.”
Jesus Was Neither a Separatist Nor Ecumenical 

A careful study of the gospels shows that there was a distinct difference between the way Jesus and most Jews related to “the unclean” around them. Pharisees separated themselves from lepers, tax collectors, women of ill repute, Samaritans, and Jews who held differing views from their own. They also avoided contact with the common people. 

Jesus mixed with all of these people and also ate in the homes of leading scribes and Pharisees. The Pharisees were obsessed with keeping themselves clean and preserving the purity of truth, but Jesus was intent on making sinners clean and teaching truth to the impure. 

The disciples of Jesus seemed to have problems in this area too. In Mark 9:39, Jesus reprimanded his “beloved disciple” John for an exclusivist attitude. Earlier in the same chapter, the disciples unsuccessfully tried to cast out a devil, but now John brags that he forbade another person to cast out demons in Jesus’ name. The reason? “He followeth not us.” 
“We” and “Them” Today 

During the last half of the 20th century, the trend in mainline churches and denominations was towards ecumenism. Even those Christians critical of the ecumenical movement usually cooperated in evangelistic outreach with other churches. Denominational projects and missions were strongly supported. Today, it is more popular to be exclusive and independent. 

After helping a man look for his lost car keys on a beach, I offered him a tract. He said he was a Christian and asked where I was from. I said that I was a missionary on furlough. Then began a cautious question and answer session which might have lasted well into the night if I had not given a "wrong" answer. Before he could have any more than a superfluous relationship with me, he needed to know if I had the same “stable smell.” We were both surprised to discover that we thought and believed identically on everything – almost. In the end, he politely bade farewell after I said that I didn’t use the King James Bible exclusively. I still read my German Bible and when I tell some people that, they ask if it was translated from the King James Version! 

On another occasion in Austria, I was approached by a young man on the street who began to explain how I could become a Christian. I said that I was already a Christian, but he countered by saying, “Many people think they are Christians because they belong to a church or have been baptized…” I agreed but tried to explain that I had accepted Christ. To this, he argued, “Accepting Christ is more than participating in mass.” By now, I was a little frustrated and said I believed the Bible to be God’s Word. He then asked if I was a Jehovah’s Witness! 

As ridiculous as this sounds, I must commend that young man for his efforts even if he did make mistakes. Many Christians, like the Pharisees who lived in Israel 2000 years ago, claim to have superior theology, but they show little concern for the salvation of those, who according to their own theology, will spend eternity in hell. 

When a church holds a “revival,” it is usually just that. “Revival meetings are designed to revive the backslidden and remind the forgetful. The target audience usually consists of people who have already heard the gospel and who were raised in a Christian church and home but, who due to wrong choices, became “prodigal sons and daughters.” In a sense, our evangelistic activities are aimed at “us.” 

If you are internet literate, check out a hundred church websites and look for one that attempts to reach “them.” Most are designed to appeal to their own members or at best to attract Christians who have moved into the neighborhood and are seeking a church home.
Not Very Foreign Missions 

The average Christian has difficulty communicating the gospel to “them” – even to the people who live across the street. Sharing one’s faith with people of a different culture, race, nationality or religious background is too much to expect, so that task is relegated to “foreign missionaries.” 
Unfortunately, 90% of “foreign” missionaries serve on “Christian” turf, in so-called “Christian” nations. So people who really are foreign to the gospel seldom have the chance to hear it.

Jesus commanded his followers to "Go and tell," but modern Christians build "Seeker churches" instead. The apostles rejected Ananias and Sapphira's gift because their hearts were not right. And they refused Simon the sorcerer's money, who tried to buy influence with money. Today, many churches invite and welcome sinners into the church and honor those who give generous gifts. In the first two centuries of the Christian Church, the entire then-known world heard the gospel. Christians were accused of turning the world upside down! Today, the only gospel that much of the world hears is distorted by those who identify with it. 

The Solution

THEY are not looking for a solution to our problem and WE don't have a problem, so I don't expect much if anything to change.  
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