Chalk Talk on Grace and Truth

ALL COLORS

Primary colors can be combined to make other colors. For human applications, three primary colors are usually used, since human color vision is trichromatic.
If I grind up all this chalk into powder, it would be dark brown. But white is not a color and other colors are mixtures of primary colors.

Primary colors in your ink jet printer are magenta, cyan, and yellow. Artists speak of red, blue and yellow. With these primary colors, you can make nearly any color you want. Mixing all together makes black and the absence of all colors is white.

But there is just one problem with this observation. We have been talking about solid colors. What about colored lights? 

The light of the sun is so bright that you can't look directly at the sun without damaging your eyes, but most people readily agree that it is a white light. If you diffuse that light like rain does, you get the colors of the rainbow. The absence of all color or light is not white, but black. 

If you are closed up in a dark room with no windows, you can see nothing. It is really black! How much light would you need in that room before you can see it? You only need a little light to see other things in the room. But do you know that you could not see anything at all unless it reflects off something. You either have to look directly at the source of light or something that reflects it. 

John says that light shone in the darkness and the darkness refused to recognize or accept the light. 

My cartoon of the world at creation and today
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Main Chalk Drawing

Skyline of New York City with George Washington Bridge.
After drawing, lights are turned down. UV (“black light”) is turned on. 

Lights of the city, the moon and stars gradually become visible .
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(The picture above was made in daylight, so the efect is minimal)

LIGHT and DARKNESS

John 1:1-5 
1. John begins by introducing Jesus Christ. (verses 1-4)

a. He is the eternal Word of God (v. 1-2). 

b. He is Creator (v. 3)!

c. He is the author of life and light (v. 4). 

2. John then makes his next point. There is a big problem in the world (verse 5).  

a. Darkness is not the problem, but the fact that people prefer darkness to light. 

b. He says in verse 4 that light is from God and produces life. Darkness has always been equated with death and light with life. 

c. On earth, death always wins. No amount of life can overcome death. That is the curse of sin. 

d. Health is not contagious, but sickness is. 

e. You don’t have to teach a kid to lie, fight, steal or disobey. 

f. But light is not of the earth and did not come under the curse of sin. The light of the tiniest candle can dispel the greatest darkness, but only if it is seen or "comprehended." In space, where there is total darkness, there are no dust particles or objects to reflect the light, so you can only see it if you look directly at the source. If I shine a flashlight up into the night sky, you can't see the light unless you look directly at the source. If you see anything, it is a reflection -- a bug or dust particles. 

GRACE and TRUTH

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. John 1:14-18

GRACE AND TRUTH ARE EQUALLY IMPORTANT!

God demands absolute obedience to His commands (truth) and allows no room for tolerance! Nor can he, for he is perfect. Like the sun, we cannot look directly into that light. We can never meet his expectations. We have all sinned and fallen short.

But fortunately for us, God is also love -- grace. He loves us so much, that he sent his Son Jesus to die for us in order that we can receive forgivness and be freed from darkness to walk in the light. That is why John declares that Jesus is “full of grace and truth”. Grace is God’s answer to man’s transgression of the truth. If we accept God’s gift of love, we can enter into the wonderful kingdom of grace and truth. 

That is what separates Christianity from all other religions. Jesus doesn’t tolerate us; he loves us and forgives. We have earned death and can do nothing to earn salvation. But Jesus offers forgiveness to all who repent and believe. One of the criminals who was crucified with Christ repented and asked for salvation. He didn’t get baptized, join a church, do any good works, or pay money. But he is in heaven because he went to the right person, confessed his sin and asked Jesus to save him. Jesus is full of grace and truth.

TWO MISTAKES CHRISTIANS OFTEN MAKE
TRUTH WITHOUT GRACE (no love or forgiving spirit).  

GRACE WITHOUT TRUTH (tolerance for evil) 

There are Christians who preach "love" without truth. “Let us all get together and love one another! We can just sit around and praise God, singing all those 7-11 choruses!” Certainly, God is love and He commanded us to love one another, but He is also truth and commanded us to walk in the truth! Preaching love without truth is no better than preaching truth without love. 

JESUS IS FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH!

