REASONABLE SERVICE

Politicians tell many lies and make false promises playing on the entitlement attitude of prospective voters. Businesses do the same in order to sell their products. 

My present eyeglasses were at least 15 years old and I was happy with them, but the frames were falling apart. My eye doctor said I needed new lenses, so I took her prescription to Lenscrafters (it could easily have been one of many other chain stores) and they sold me a new pair of glasses. But I couldn't see or read as well as with my old eyeglasses, so I went back. The Manager said that I should wait a few days until I got used to them. After a week I returned saying it was no better. In fact, I could see better with no glasses at all! This time, the Manager said that I should return to the eye doctor. The prescription must have been wrong. The eye doctor checked me again and affirmed that her prescription was correct. 

Soon afterwards we flew to Austria for two weeks. I had my old lenses put into new frames. I can now see close and distant, and I can read small print with no blur. 

I keep getting emails from Lenscrafters telling me how much I mean to them and how much they care about my vision. They say that I am entitled to the best eye care! They love me so much that they ignored my request to be removed from their mailing list!

The Bible doesn't contain the word "entitlement" but it has much to say about a Christian's proper attitude. 

If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Philippians 2:1-8

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. Romans 12:1

These verses are about humility, sharing, faithfulness, service and sacrifice; things that are rare in the world we live in. Christians are generally critical of the entitlement mentality of others, but many display entitlement mentalities themselves.  Few Christians leave one church and join another because they desire more opportunity to serve or because they hope the new church will help them become aware of their spiritual shortcomings. Most people choose a church like they choose a restaurant. It's all about friendly service, a warm atmosphere and being fed according to tastes. If they don't like the music, the pastor doesn't seem friendly enough, or if they don't feel appreciated, they look for another church. Paul Harvey called them "church hoppers or church shoppers." A new church will of course welcome them with open arms; "We hope that you enjoy our fellowship. We want to serve you and meet your needs!" It's a ploy that always works with those who feel entitled. 

Even some missionaries may develop an entitlement attitude. Missionaries respond to God's call, leave family and homeland to preach and teach others about Christ. Unfortunately, the heathen seldom appreciate this meddling in their private affairs and the missionary begins to feel their rejection. The missionary also begins to reflect on fellow believers back in the homeland who have it so good. They feel like martyrs or at least feel entitled to the support money which they receive. They are entitled to special favors, hospitality, and helpfulness shown them. I know of a missionary family that stayed in a missionary home during an unusually long furlough. They were only asked to pay for utilities. At the end of their stay, they left unpaid utility bills, damaged furniture and dirty rooms. Because they were missionaries, they probably felt entitled. It was the "reasonable service" of other believers to serve them.  
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