Ladders

When Aspiration for Greatness Becomes Evil

We have three step ladders and an extension ladder and we use all of them, but ladders can be dangerous. There is a sticker on every ladder sold that warns buyers not to use the upper steps. It can be dangerous or even deadly! 

Have you ever wondered about that warning? If it is dangerous to use the upper steps or rungs, why don’t they sell ladders without them and reduce the price accordingly? 

When God created the world he made a lovely garden before he created its caretaker. God loved man above all his creation. In fact, he created everything for man to enjoy. So why would he create a fruit tree and then warn Adam not to eat of its fruit? 

After God created the tree, he saw that it was good. When did it become bad? God made Adam caretaker of the garden, so if the tree was bad, why didn’t Adam cut it down?

It is part of man’s nature to aspire to greater heights. Everyone wants to strive, achieve, improve, increase productivity and knowledge; to become a leader. We are competetive in every aspect of life, in our work, in politics and sports. There is nothing wrong with that. 

Aspiration for greatness only becomes evil when God’s Word is neglected or ignored. When man’s striving for superiority is powered by pride, lust or covetousness (the three types of sin), it becomes evil. The Babylonians were building a tower that would reach into heaven. Egyptians built pyramids and the inhabitants of Canaan built high places. God spoke of Lucifer, For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High  (Isaiah 14:13-14).  

Nothing in the Bible supports building churches with steeples and spires, yet nearly every religion does it. It is my observation of Christian churches in the western hemisphere that, “A high steeple is more likely an indicator of religious pride, than of humble and godly servitude.” 

The Bible has much to say about pride and humility. The man of God is clothed in humility but the mark of the godless is pride. II Chronicles 7:14 says, If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. In Matthew 18:4, we read, Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 23:12 says,  And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted. The Apostle Peter wrote, Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time (I Peter 5:5-6).

Getting back to my illustration of ladders, the ladder is very useful, but every year thousands of people are seriously injured or killed in accidents involving ladders. It is not the ladder’s fault nor is it the fault of the manufacturer. Those upper rungs or steps do have a purpose! The reason there are accidents is almost always that users ignore the warning labels. 

God created that tree in the Garden of Eden for a purpose, but it came with a warning label, “Not for human consumption!” So what was the purpose? Punishment! Without the prospect of death or punishment, there would be no fear or deterrent to wickedness. Someone might say, “But if there was no sin, why would God create the tree for punishment?” The answer is simple: God created man with the ability to make choices. If there had been no possibility of making a wrong choice (disobeying), Adam and Eve would still be alive today, but they would be like puppets, robots or slaves. God, however, yearned for willing partners who would choose to serve and obey him willingly, out of thankful hearts.

When Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, they were condemned to die, but God offered them and all of their descendants another choice. He offers to forgive us and reinstate our relationship with him. The choice is ours! 

