CHRISTMAS SECRETS

When you were little children, you must have received Christmas gifts. Can you remember your favorite gift? Mine was a bike. It was second-hand and my father repainted it and put new fenders on it, but it was a real bike and it was mine! It was not easy for my parents to keep the bike a secret from me, but they managed. A bike is large and hard to hide, especially from a kid who liked to snoop. My father had to work on the bike after I went to bed. 

Thousands of years ago, God created the universe, the world, and everything in it. And he saw that it was good. Six days he worked and six times he looked at his work and said, “It’s good!” The scenery was breathtaking, the fruit and vegetables were without spot or blemish and absolutely delicious! There were many kinds of live creatures, some that lived on land and others that lived in the sea or flew in the sky. They were all different, yet coexisted peacably. There was no sickness, no evil, no poverty, no hunger. When God was finished, he inspected all that he had made and said, “It is all very good!” You can read this in the first chapter of the Bible. Seven times, God said that his creation was good, but he kept it a secret. It was to be a surprise gift for man, who did not yet exist! It was so beautiful, yet God kept all his work secret until it was time! 

After God was finished creating the universe and everything in it, he made man. Man was different from all other creatures. God spoke the plants and animals into existence, but he formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul (Genesis 2:7). 

Man was special and different from other creatures, for he was made in the likeness of God (Genesis 5:1).

That word “likeness” means similar but not identical. Man is similar because he has creative abilities and a free will to make choices, but God remains sovereign. 
Plants respond to the environment; light, water, soil and temperatures. Animals react to influences too, but in addition, they can make some choices. They can move freely to find a better environment or nourishment, but their actions are almost entirely influenced by what we call “instinct.” Man, however, was made to have fellowship with God, to work in harmony with his will and purposes. God gave man responsibilities. And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it (Genesis 2:15).  God brought animals and birds to Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof.  And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field (Genesis 2:19-20).
THE TURNING POINT
Up to this point, God set no restrictions on Adam’s freedom to choose. God even seems to be amused or fascinated with Adam’s work in naming the animals and birds. He probably praised his creative ideas in keeping the garden.  But now God places Adam in a situation where his choice can lead to blessings or disastrous consequences. And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat.  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die (Genesis 2:16-17). 

When God created the world he made a lovely garden before he created its caretaker. God loved man above all his creation. In fact, he created everything for man to enjoy. So why would he create a fruit tree and then warn Adam not to eat of its fruit? 
After God created the tree, he saw that it was good. When did it become bad? God made Adam caretaker of the garden, so if the tree was bad, why didn’t Adam cut it down? 

God created that tree for a purpose and it came with a warning label, “Not for human consumption!” So what was the purpose? 

Punishment! Without the prospect of death or punishment, there would be no fear or deterrent to wickedness. Someone might say, “But if there was no sin, why would God create punishment?” The answer is simple: Because God created man with the ability to make choices. God did not want a puppet that simply complied and did whatever God wanted it to do. He wanted willing co-workers. He outlined his desires later in his Word. The first commandment was to love God with our whole being. That word “love” means to give complete priority. The second command was closely associated with the first commandment and considered inseperable. We are to love others as we love ourselves. 

In the Garden of Eden there was only one possibility of making a wrong choice, but when Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, they opened the proverbial “can of worms.”
One might think that such a choice would not be difficult to make, but if we are honest, we must admit that we too frequently make wrong choices. We should know better because we have the examples of Adam and millions of his descendents before us. The question is not just “Why did Adam sin?” but “Why do WE disobey God and yield to Satan’s temptations?”

It was soon after God gave these instructions to Adam, that he said,  It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him (Genesis 2:18). Seven times God saw that his creation was good, but after he made Adam, he said, It is not good. God is perfect and he certainly knew from the very beginning what he was going to create. He knew that it would not be good if Adam had no wife. There was not found an help meet for him. Animals were all created male and female and meant to produce after their kind. It would be no different for man. And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed (Genesis 2:21-25). 
GOD GAVE ADAM EVERYTHING HIS HEART DESIRED!  WHAT A PRESENT!

God's gift was kept secret from Adam and Eve -- they didn't even exist when God created their special gift. God told Adam and Eve that they could do whatever they wanted and eat anything they liked -- except for one thing. They were not to eat the fruit of one particular tree. If they did, they would die. 

You know the story. The devil came and tempted Adam and Eve to do what God had forbidden. And they listened to the devil instead of God. From that day until now, the world has known the curse of sin. 

ANOTHER GIFT OF GOD!

God decided to give man another gift. It would be the best gift ever, but God didn't keep the gift a secret.  He told man that he was sending a Savior, one who would forgive their sins and let them start all over again. And best of all, he would give those who received him that which they had lost in paradise, eternal life!  The gift of the Savior was different from the gift of creation.  
THE BIRTH OF CHRIST WAS NOT KEPT SECRET!

The Heavenly Father did everything possible to let men know about the Savior, the Messiah, the Christ. He told the prophet Daniel when men would get that gift, and he told the prophet Micah where they would find him. He forced an unwilling Gentile prophet named Baalam to predict the appearance of a special star. That is how men could know about the Annointed One’s arrival. God gave us the Savior’s lineage. The Messiah was a descendant of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, of King David and he was also the Son of God! 

The Creator of heaven and earth sent us his only Son, Jesus, the Messiah, the Christ. And he gave all mankind, from the most righteous to the worst of sinners, hundreds if not thousands of signs, broad hints and clues that pointed them to Christ. There are 300 Old Testament prophecies concerning the Savior. 

In Genesis 3:15, near the beginning of the Bible, God hinted that the Savior would be born of a woman and suffer.  Satan would bruise his heel, but the Messiah would crush Satan's head. Isaiah (7:14) said that the woman named in Genesis 3:15 would give birth as a virgin, but he also said that many would reject him. The Savior would be hated and despised. He would die with the wicked and be buried among the wealthy (Isa. 52:14; 53:3-12). Matthew understood Rachel’s weeping for her children as a reference to the babies slaughtered in Bethlehem in an attempt to kill the Lord’s annointed (Matthew 2:18).  Even Joseph and Mary’s flight to Egypt was prophesied.  Zechariah told that the Savior would enter Jerusalem riding on the foal of a donkey (9:9), and that he would be betrayed for thirty pieces of silver (11:12-13). 

Many details of Christ’s crucifixion were also foretold in the Old Testament. He would be spit upon, false witnesses would testify against him; he would be mocked and disfigured beyond recognition, his hands and feet and side would be pierced; he would be offered gall and vinegar, yet no bone in his body would be broken. Soldiers would cast lots for his coat. How much more detail do you need to recognize the Son of God?

God gave us this wonderful world to live in before we were born, and it is still lovely even after thousands of years of wickedness. We did nothing to deserve it, yet we enjoy God’s creation.  For thousands of years, God repeatedly promised to send a Savior who would pay the price for our sins and give us eternal life. 

Although we only deserve death, God sent his Son Jesus to be our Savior. He was born at the exact time and place that God promised through his prophets.  The life, ministry and death of Jesus was in fulfillment of Bible prophesies. The question remains for each of us to answer. Are we willing to believe? Or will we reject God's salvation and believe in Santa Claus and eight or nine flying reindeer? 

Sadly, many people still refuse to believe and reject God's gift. They reject the idea of a Creator and even an intelligent designer, but insist that the universe just happened after a big bang. While we celebrate the birth of Christ, they use the occasion and time off from their jobs to buy expensive gifts and to party, wishing each other a happy xmas. 

An “X” is the symbol used to warn people that subject matter is immoral, corrupting or otherwise unfit to consume or even look at. “X” shows that it is dangerous and thus forbidden for young people to access. Historically, beer was marked with a number of Xs to indicate its potency, with three Xs being the strongest. The “XXX” seen on moonshine jugs in comic strips has a real historical background. The three XXX’s indicated that it had been run through the still three times and that it had high, almost pure, alcohol content. The plural form is “XS” pronounced “EXCESS.”  The “X” can represent the unknown (in math for example). It is the signature of an ignorant person who can’t write his own name. An “X” is used as the symbol of a cross or crossing (Example: railroad crossing). Pirates used a scull and crossbones symbol on their “Jolly Roger” flag to warn others that they were in danger of death. It is now used to label poisonous substances. 

There seem to be many appropriate reasons for replacing Christ with an “X” to describe the secular celebration called “xmas”. 
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