A Concept of Seven Dispensations

and

The Seven Spirits of God

Isaiah 11:1-2
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I
THE OUTER PAIR:
God and man live in perfect harmony (without sin)
	Creation
	Millennium

	Created for fellowship with God
	Saved for fellowship with God

	"And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness"  (Genesis 1:26) 

 God enjoyed perfect fellowship until Adam and Eve sinned (Gen.3:8-9)
	"For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind... The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the LORD." (Isa.65:17 and 25) 

 "Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness." (II Peter 3:13)

	Spirit of wisdom
	Spirit of understanding

	"Wisdom" is a synonym for God's Word in Proverbs (Proverbs 8:22-31)
	"Understanding" is synonymous to "Faith" (Proverbs 9, esp. v. 6).


"The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath he established the heavens." Proverbs 3:19
See also: John 1:1-14; Hebrews 12:2
  

II
THE SECOND PAIR: 
	Conscience
	Judgment

	God sends his Prophets (Moses, Samuel) but Israel remains stubborn and rebellious (Judges 6:7-10)
	God removes his church at the rapture and chaos results. The antichrist comes to power. 

	"There was no king in Israel, and the people did what was right in their own eyes" (Judges 21:25)
	"For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie" (II Thess. 2:7)

	Spirit of Counsel
	Spirit of Might

	
	


God raises up two witnesses and gives them power over their enemies (Rev. 11:1-13). Verse 4 reads: "These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth."
Moses, Samuel, Gideon and other spirit endowed men of God enjoy close fellowship with God and attempt to convince others to seek his fellowship. Most everyone determines to do what is right in his own eyes rather than seek God's counsel. The age of conscience is coupled with the age of judgment. God allows man to suffer at the hands of the enemy until he screams for help (Judges 6:7-34). In the end times, men who reject God, are turned over to terrible times of judgment of an almighty God. 

Both dispensations are represented in the temptation of Christ: 

1. Satan offered Jesus all the power of this world if he would only worship him (Luke 4:6). We read in the book of Judges that Israel rejected God as ruler and insisted upon a king like the heathen nations (I Samuel 8). 

2. Jesus refused satan's offer and sought counsel in the scriptures. He came out of his temptation in the power of the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:14). He also gave his disciples power over their enemies (Luke 10:19). 
III
THE THIRD PAIR:
	Law
	Grace

	God chooses a people and gives them his law
	God calls a people and gives grace to his followers

	
	

	Spirit of Knowledge
	Spirit of the Fear of the Lord

	God's Law is now written and known.
The Jews know that they are a chosen people.
God has revealed the promise of the Messiah through his prophets.
If you obey, I will bless.
	We are children of God. (Romans 8) 

We belong to each other in Christ's church. (John 13:35) 

We have a commission -- the salvation of the lost. 
Those who live godly will suffer persecution. 



  

Man can have knowledge of the Law, but he is unable to fulfill it. Only Christ fulfilled the law. We know that we are saved by grace, not by works of the law! 
The author of Hebrews compares the old and new dispensations in chapter 12, concluding with the words, "Wherefore we, receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: For our God is a consuming fire." 

IV
THE CENTRAL LAMP: JESUS CHRIST 

God became flesh and lived among men. His crucifixion and resurrection mark the center of all history. Jesus is the "author and finisher" of faith. (Hebrews 12:2). 
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The relationship between God and man in Eden was of highest quality, but only two people enjoyed that fellowship. Even Moses and David, the man "after God's own heart," did not enjoy that kind of an on-going relationship with God. God's plan and command has always been "Be fruitful and multiply!" His ultimate goal and desire is to have a multitude of redeemed individuals who serve him and participate in his kingdom and work eternally. 

After sin came into the world until Israel received its king, there was a period marked by special relationships between God and those who loved and obeyed him. God used these individuals to draw others into his special circle of fellowship and blessing. We call this theocracy. Noah, Abraham, Moses and Samuel are key individuals during this period. The masses, however, were rebellious and "stiff-necked", refusing God's overtures of love and blessing, and stubbornly seeking the ways of wicked men. 
Although a greater number of people enjoyed the inner circle of fellowship with God, they were still a small minority. 
Israel demanded and got a king "like the heathen nations." The number of those who believed on God increased, but the quality of their relationships decreased. Special places and traditions took precedence over intimate personal relationships with God. 

When Christ came, the entire nation was in a state of expectancy (Luke 3:15), however few were prepared for a personal Savior. They expected a king, who would give them what they wanted and rejected the Son of God, who came to bring them what they really needed. 
After the crucifixion, the twelve disciples soon become seventy and at Pentecost, 3000 were converted. Churches were established as the multiplication process continued. The Holy Spirit gave power and boldness to Christians, who evangelized the lost and reproved brethren living in sin. As church history illustrates, numbers continually increased, but quality suffered. The church of the last days is generally identified as being Luke warm and lacking in vibrant faith (example Laodicea). 
The Bible hints at an eighth dispensation that begins after the millennial kingdom period. The Lord is keeping eternity a surprise for all who have given their lives to him. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Church History as illustrated by:

John 15, Vine and the branches - Fruit, more fruit, much fruit, fruit that remains, multiplication of fruit

Isaiah 11:2, The Seven Spirits of God - Menorah
Matthew 13, Seven Parables of the Kingdom 

Seven Dispensations Illustrated in the Menorah
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