Menora and 7 dispensations (7 spirits of God Rev. 2-3 and Isa. 11:2) 

Christ in middle -- it's all about HIM! HIS-story!

Why did Christ come? To seek and to save the lost!

We draw the mistaken conclusion that we must be very special. The Jewish nation made that same mistake and rejected their Messiah. 

Many think that salvation is all about doing and getting what we want. There is not much difference between God and Santa Clause in our thinking. 

Few pause to contemplate what God's purpose and desire is in all this. What does HE want?

Great historical events recorded in the Bible:

Creation - man in harmony with God

Sin of man

Judgment (Noah and flood)

Man's attempt to advance himself and his own interests (Babel, Babylon)

Man left to himself in an evil world (Judges).

Man with God (first covenant with Israel)

The God-Man -- Jesus Christ

Man with God (new covenant with church)

Man left to himself in an evil world (tribulation - after rapture)

Millenium - man in harmony with God

Special events connected to God's dealings with Israel:
Joseph sold into slavery and Israel's ultimate slavery

The Exodus, crossing the Red Sea, Egypt brought to its knees, the armies and Pharaoh destroyed

40 Years of wandering due to unbelief

Final trip in Canaan, Balaak (Bileam), crossing Jordan, defeat of Jericho

Prophets, Judges, kings

Babylonian captivity, destruction of Solomon's temple

Daniel's prophecies: Babylon, Medes & Persians, Greece, Rome, Messiah, eternal kingdom

Return to the land, Nehemiah's temple

400 years of silence 

Brief partial reprieve - Maccabean period (final 150 years of that period)

Life of Christ

The prophecies and fulfillments

Birth, life and teachings

Death, resurrection and ascension 

The church age -- "age of grace"
Pentecost, persecution, dispersion, growth and decay

Brief partial reprieve - discovery and founding of America

The culmination
Rapture of the church

Tribulation

Return of the Lord to earth

Millennial reign of Christ 

In the NT, the Lord opened a door that no man can close (missions). But the Lord himself will close it. When the Lord judges sinners, he closes the door and no man can open it. He did it with Noah's ark and he is still doing it today. When he does it on that judgment day, it is final. 

There is an eighth dispensation, but that is still a great mystery. What was before creation and what comes after the great judgment day of the Lord, is known only to God. He gave us just a tiny glimpse - assurance that life will go on, and on, and on, and on… 

Consider the detail in all this!

1400 BC Bileam

700 BC Daniel and exact fulfillments

Isaiah 

The wise men

Herod

Paul

(See also my sermon comparing Bethlehem and Gadera)

