Sheep, Lambs and Wolves

Matthew 10:5-20 (disciples sent) and Luke 10:1-20 (70 others sent)

There is a difficult verse in each of these chapters that missionaries and pastors normally gloss over. I have listened to thousands of sermons in churches, at conferences, on radio and television, but I have never heard anyone preach on Matthew 10:16 or Luke 10:3. Many missionaries have used these two passages for their mission presentations, but they always seem to skip over these two verses. 
 
In Matthew 10:16, Jesus, the Good Shepherd, sends out 12 disciples as “sheep in the midst of wolves!” In Luke 10:3 he sends 70 lambs among the wolves! You have most likely read these verses many times. Have you ever paused to consider what Jesus is saying? After all, it IS part of the "Great Commission." Jesus made virtually the same statement in both passages. If it is repeated in both sendings, Jesus must have felt that it was important for us to know and understand. 

Wolves
The proverbial "lone wolf" is a rarity, even in a zoo. Wolves live and travel in packs. They circle around a flock of sheep and select their victim. The hapless sheep or lamb doesn't have a chance to defend itself and is quickly ripped to shreds and devoured by the wolves. The havoc wolves create can not be considered collateral damage. Wolves kill for a living! 

About Sheep and Lambs
Sheep are fearful, clumsy and defenseless creatures. And they are also dumb. The flock is their refuge and the shepherd is their protectorate. This is particularly true of lambs. A dozen sheep could be considered a small flock, but not 70 lambs. Sheep and especially lambs are among the most vulnerable animals.
 
No shepherd in his right mind would lead his flock of sheep or lambs anywhere near wolves, yet the "Good Shepherd" actually SENDS them into the wolf pack! 

· Jesus warned of wolves in Matthew 7:15, Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 

· Paul warned of wolves in Acts 20:29, For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.
· According to Luke 10:1 the Lord sends his lambs into places where he himself has not yet been. 

· And he sends them two by two!  

Did you get that folks? Jesus sends his lambs and sheep, two by two, among the wolves, where he himself has not yet been! Missionaries are forerunners, like John the Baptist. We are "pioneer church planters," going where the gospel has not yet been preached and where there are many wolves! 

We might ask, "Why does Jesus do that?" 

Hebrews 12:1-4 who for the joy that was set before him 
James 1:2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations. James was later martyred.

Why do disciples obey? Luke 10:17-21
In January of 1956 (60 years ago), five missionaries were massacred while trying to reach the Auca indians of Ecuador. Time magazine called the Aucas “the worst people on earth… A pure Stone Age people, they hate all strangers, live only to hunt, fight and kill. . .  Even their neighbors, the Jivaros, famous for shrinking human heads, live in constant fear of the fierce Aucas”.  Seventy-four per cent of all Auca men died in violent tribal warfare.

Avant missionaries were involved in that fateful event in 1956. Roger Yuderion, who paratrooped and fought at the Battle of the Bulge, was one of those killed.  His wife Barbara returned to missions as did most of the other widows and even some of the martyrs' offspring. Frank Drown also played an important part and was spared to tell about it. You have probably seen Frank in the 50th anniversary film, "End of the Speer". The Drowns are still living and in their 90s. That incident was reported in the media, but a number of other Avant missionaries who were killed, taken hostage or victimized in the line of duty received little or no press coverage. Every day around the world, hundreds of Christians are persecuted and killed.
 
I have had a few exciting experiences among wolves in Austria. A drunk once threatened to kill his wife and I tried to talk him out of it. He told me not to meddle in his personal affairs and pressed a knife against my chest to emphasize his point (pun intended!). When working with drug addicts, the front door of our home was once smashed, and one of our converts was murdered by a drug dealer who feared betrayal.


In the eighties, an Austrian extremist killed ten persons and injured many more with pipe bombs and letter bombs. Among the injured was the Mayor of Vienna who lost his hand, and the policeman who caught him and lost his arm. He sent letter bombs to many foreigners and people who worked with refugees. We fit both categories and were very cautious about opening our mail. 


Missionaries return!
Missionaries don't work for money! Most have a college education and could earn a lot more at a secular job. 
What is even more significant, is that the children of missionaries often become missionaries. And most astounding is the fact that a large number of widows and orphans of missionary casualties return to missions. Avant missionary, Dave Osterhus, crashed his light plane in the jungle of Ecuador and lived to tell about it. Several decades later, his only son, Dave Jr., was killed when his plane crashed a few miles from where his father's plane went down. His widow and two other missionaries who died in the crash continued serving the Lord in the jungles of Ecuador with their spouses. Although long past retirement age, Dave Sr. and his wife are still busy recruiting for missions and making frequent mission trips to Ecuador. A nephew of Dave Sr. is serving as a missionary in Austria! Another Avant missionary, Gil Reimer, was murdered in Mexico, but at 90 years of age, his widow Jean is still serving missions.

There is Joy in Serving Jesus!
Tragedies are the exception rather than the rule in missions. Most missionaries have surprisingly positive results! The writer of Hebrews said that our Lord suffered the agony of the cross "for the joy that was set before him" (Hebrews 12:2). Missionaries share in that joy. Missionaries may be aware of the dangers, but they also know the excitement and joy that accompanies the job. Missionaries know how much fun it is to enter a wolf pack with the gospel! It is an exciting and rewarding experience. Try to picture a pair of crazy sheep running toward - not away from - a pack of wolves! They are forerunners, remember? Can you imagine the confusion that creates in a wolf pack?

The light of a tiny candle is capable of dispelling the greatest darkness, and the light of the gospel, the Holy Spirit's conviction and blood of the lamb can overwhelm the greatest sinner. Drunks, criminals, child molesters and other despicable specimens of humanity may be despised by others, but Jesus loves them and died to save them and make them into useful disciples. Americans are scared of Syrian refugees coming to our country, but Jesus dies for them and sends his lambs to win them. Nearly every gospel preaching church in Austria has eastern refugees in their services and many are getting saved!

Look at what happened to Saul of Tarsus. Saul was a promising young Pharisee of the Pharisees, who had Roman citizenship and carried credentials of the High Priest. He successfully jailed a bunch of Christians and assisted in the stoning of Stephen. But Saul and his wolf pack were no match for the Lord's lambs. Saul became Paul and from that time on, HE was the one getting jailed and stoned.
 
Now read the letter he wrote from jail to the Philippians! No trace of a martyr's complex or remorse. He writes, “I count it all joy!” The prisoner Paul told King Agrippa and his entourage that he wished they could all be just like him – except for the chains (Acts 26:29). 
  
So, don't ever feel sorry for “poor suffering missionaries.” And if you should hear one of them seeking sympathy, pray for his spiritual condition! "There is joy in serving Jesus!"
 
Wolves Today
The wolves are not just in foreign lands. Wolves are everywhere here in America. They are in your own neighborhood, in politics, in business, sports, the work place, schools, society, in the military and the police force. But where are the sheep and lambs?

Christians rightfully want to protect their children from wolves. But if parents view the church youth group or Christian schools as safe havens for their kids, they may be shocked to discover that there are wolves even in these institutions. They may be dressed in sheepskins, but they are nonetheless wolves.


Jesus mentions two other creatures in Matthew 10:
Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. Matthew 10:16.  When miniserial students see the word, "therefore," they are taught to ask what it is there for. 

Because we are sent as lambs among wolves, we are to be wise as serpents and harmless as doves. If you never heard a sermon on lambs and wolves, you probably never heard one on serpents and doves. The Lord also speaks of serpents In Luke 10, when he sends out the seventy. In verse 19 we read, Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 

Ever since the Garden of Eden, snakes have gotten a bad rap. They are feared, despised, hunted and killed by people, but they manage to survive. The snake is clever and wise. It can make itself nearly invisible even when moving and hunting for prey.
 
In four decades of missionary work, we learned that wisdom (characteristic of the snake) is better than brute strength, and friendliness (think of the dove and the lamb) wins more than accusations. Enemies of the gospel often attempt to silence us and prevent us from sharing God's Word, but wisdom, honesty and love are very effective tools in winning the lost. "The lambs win!"


Ralph V Harvey
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