The Slaughter of the Innocents Nativity of Frankenmarkt

Written by Ralph V Harvey in December, 2022

The Upper Austrian town of Frankenmarkt is known for at least two things. My wife and I lived ten years in this lovely market town, but it is unlikely that we contributed much to the town’s reputation. 

Alpine Mineral Water

Frankenmarkt is probably most famous for its sparkling Alpine mineral water.  You can purchase this water in nearly all Austrian food markets and it may be the most popular brand in the nation.  Recently, an Austrian entrepreneur began exporting Frankenmarkt Alpine Mineral water internationally under the name, Liquid Death. Additional text on the aluminum cans, that resemble most soft drink containers, reassures customers that only the drinker’s thirst is killed. You can purchase Liquid Death in many American stores including the retail giant, Walmart, or you can have Liquid Death delivered to your door from Amazon. *
Original Austrian Nativities

There is a large collection of nativities (German: “Krippen”) in the National Museum of Bayern/Munich in Germany. Most of these were discovered in villages of the Austrian Alps and some of them are over three centuries old! The St. Nicholas Church in Frankenmarkt also prides itself for a fine collection of ornate nativities. Soon after moving to Frankenmarkt, we visited this display at Christmas time. One large nativity that caught my eye depicts the palace of King Herod the Great, looking on as soldiers brandishing swords wrest babies from the arms of their terrified mothers to kill them. 
I was reminded of a satire by the British author, Dr. Jonathan Swift titled, “A Modest Proposal”. It is quite possible that President Biden has read Swift’s proposal or even seen the nativity in question at some point on his many travels.  Whatever the case may be, he would hardly object to the following suggestion. President Biden is quite proud of his accomplishment in promoting abortion rights for women and their medical doctors. If the above described nativity could be placed on loan to be displayed in the Capitol Rotunda for the duration of the upcoming holiday season, it would certainly advance his image in this regard. Whenever the media mentions his name and office, they would add the words “the greatest” which sounds more flattering than “the great.” Historians assert that considering the population of Bethlehem and surrounds in those times, it is unlikely that more than 120 babies were slaughtered as a result of King Herod the Great’s order. President Biden the Greatest has certainly broken all records in his efforts to promote the slaughter of infants. 
For a number of years, my now deceased Brother-in-Law gave us an official White House Tree ornament for Christmas. Because we don’t put up a tree for lack of space, those ornaments are still unused in the original boxes complete with original packing slips and explanations. I have not heard if this tradition is still in effect considering all the talk about eliminating religion from public holiday displays.  If it is, then this years’ ornament could remind posterity of the special Capitol Rotunda display and its significance in the campaign for “The Woman’s Right to Choose.”  

* Considering all the public concern and discussion about air pollution in American cities, I would suggest importing containers of Alpine Air to be dispensed from automats on the sidewalks of our cities. It would be less costly to package and ship air due to its weight and the abundance of free Alpine air. I would consider 25 cents a reasonable price to pay for breathing ten minutes of fresh Alpine Air. 
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2011 White House Ornament, The Roosevelt Family Moves In (front and back)
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Scenes from the nativity in Frankenmarkt
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