Resurrection Power

The prophet Jonah was stripped of honor, power and influence. He became destitute of all pleasures, human comforts and worldly possessions. He was thrown overboard and left to die. God prepared a tomb for Jonah, but not the one he deserved. It was a tomb of life for him and for the people of Nineveh.

It is ironic that most Christians teach their children about Jonah in the belly of the whale, and even include the disgusting part, when he is regurgitated onto the beach, but they say little or nothing about the life and work of the "resurrected" Jonah. There is a glorification of the gory and objection to God's objective in all this. Jesus brings it back into proper perspective when he speaks of the men of Nineveh standing in judgment of the present generation of religious leaders.

Jonah was a faithful prophet before he was called of God to go and preach in Nineveh. He sinned and ran from God. His contempt for the wicked of Nineveh was too great. Or was it rather his desire to continue basking in his reputation? He believed that the people of Nineveh could repent and be saved. One might think that Jonah would consider this the geatest moment in his career as a prophet of God, but “it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to live.” 

Jon 4:3  Jon 4:4  Then said the LORD, Doest thou well to be angry? 

Jon 4:5  So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would become of the city. 

Jon 4:6  And the LORD God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd. 

Jon 4:7  But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered. 

Jon 4:8  And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live. 

Jon 4:9  And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do well to be angry, even unto death. 

Jon 4:10  Then said the LORD, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a night: 

Jon 4:11  And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?
All Christians view the resurrection as an important part of the gospel, but few give much thought to God's purpose and objective in the death and resurrection. The disciples got it! They went everywhere preaching the "good news", calling on sinners to repent, to believe and obey Christ. The prayer of Jesus in John 17 was on his heart and lips when he "was about his Father's business" at twelve, and when he used his last breath to witness to the criminals crucified with him. And it was all he talked to his disciples about after his resurrection and until his ascension into heaven.

In Revelation 2, the church in Ephesus is said to have lost its first love. Newly wedded couples love each other with little or no expectation of reciprocal attention. The partners simply delight in pleasing one another. When that first love wanes, the partners begin to expect some sort of acknowledgment or a sign of appreciation. Later on, they begin to expect reciprocal action as repayment. Soon love becomes a duty or obligation. The partners may remain faithful and the marriage is still intact, but it is getting shaky. The next step is when one partner loses the desire to love yet still expects to be loved.

Jesus never fails – and although we can get very selfish and unlovable, he never stops loving us! 
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