MAKING DISCIPLES
How much do we value converts?
And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches. Acts 15:41

Some items that we buy never need check-ups or servicing. If a gadget quits functioning properly, owners normally toss it and buy another. 
I didn’t have much money when I went to Bible college, so I found ways of getting money to pay the bills. Because there is lots of snow in the north, highway departments are generous with salt and owners of rusty cars consider them “throw-away articles.” I discovered that many of these “rustbuckets” were in quite good condition except for the rust. Some used car dealers also know that and make superficial repairs so the car is attractive. The rust just gets a coat of paint. I purchased cheap cars and after making proper repairs and repainting them, I drove them to the university in South Carolina to sell. I usually took other students along who paid trip expenses. When heading north for the holidays and summer vacation, I bought older collectible type cars that had no rust and sold them in the North for higher prices.
The university conducted “Lost & Found” sales about once a month and I was a regular customer. I would buy bundles of broken or damaged umbrellas for a couple of Dollars and use parts from some to repair others. I discovered that non-functioning hair dryers could usually be fixed to work like new. Our dorm room got nick-named, “Harvey’s Hock Shop.”  We had summer camps in the Austrian Bible Institute buildings and I always told the campers, that if they left anything behind, it belonged to us unless they notified us within a week. Especially in the girls dorms, there were usually a couple of electric hair dryers left in the trash cans. 
I hear some evangelists and pastors give invitations that make me cringe. They ask sinners if they want to go to heaven when they die and then explain that all they need to do is come to the front of the church and repeat the sinner’s prayer. Or they can check a little box on a “decision card” or raise their hand.  Because they also believe that no one can lose his or her salvation, they see little need to follow up converts. These Christians may believe evangelism and church planting are important, yet they treat converts like “throw-away items.”
Farmers sow seed in spring and harvest crops in autumn but they work hardest in the summer months. They cultivate, irrigate, fertilize, weed, and wage a constant war on bugs. 

DISCIPLESHIP 

My wife and I spent four decades in foreign missions. Most believers know that missions includes evangelism and church planting, but somehow, many fail to get the message, that one of the most important aspects of the Great Commission is discipleship.  

Today, virtually everyone knows that Jesus made disciples. He sent out the first twelve disciples in Matthew 10 and seventy more disciples in Luke 10. Shortly before Jesus ascended into heaven, he instructed his disciples to make disciples in all nations. This was and still is an important part of the so-called “Great Commission.”  

In New Testament times, it was normally the educated Rabbis who made disciples. Jesus had no "formal" education beyond the synagogue schools and did not become a disciple of a Rabbi, yet he made disciples and others were amazed at the depth and power of his words (John 7:15). The Jewish leadership, however, was very critical of Jesus and his teaching “as a novice.” 

Jesus hand-picked some of his disciples and others were attracted to his teaching and became disciples of their own volition but the basic nature of the rabbi/disciple relationship was retained by Jesus. 

Today we call disciples apprentices and I believe that the Lord’s example is valid for us today. The disciples were almost always with Jesus, learning to be like him. Jesus ministered and taught mostly in villages and towns of Galilee, with occasional trips to Jerusalem or elsewhere. His disciples (later called "apostles") were with him in all of this, and no doubt at considerable hardship to themselves and their families. Peter once claimed: "We have left everything to follow you" (Matthew 19:27). The Lord’s teaching in the synagogues, homes and outdoors had three elements. 1) He preached (proclaimed) the gospel of the kingdom of God.  2) Those who responded to the gospel were encouraged to join and participate in God’s kingdom. 3) Disciples were taught how to live and respond to all kinds of situations. They learned through teaching, instruction and demonstration. A disciple can be recognized by his close relationship to the Master. They become a team in which all is shared: righteousness, love & concern for others, dedication to the task and identification. 
After a period of training, Jesus sent his disciples to practice what they had learned and received. This discipleship continued through his trial, death, after his resurrection and until his ascension. He also assured them of his help, prayers and presence thereafter. He instructed his disciples to preach the gospel to all creatures and to make disciples in all nations (KJV reads “of all nations” but I believe this was a translation error that reflects the primary objective of the Anglican Church to create colonies). Their obedience is shown in the book of Acts and in the epistles. See also Colossians 3:1-17 and I Thessalonians 1. 
Disciples in Ampflwang

We spent the first two years of our missionary career in Vienna to learn the language. In August. 1966, we were invited to care for a young church plant in Ampflwang while the founding missionaries were on furlough in England. What should have been three months turned out to be two years because the missionaries flew to America for more Bible education. The church grew and we experienced God’s blessing in the children’s and youth ministries until our first furlough in 1968. It was in Ampflwang that we learned the importance of making disciples. 

Disciples in Linz

After our return to Austria in 1970, we began work in the industrial city of Linz, a city of  nearly a quarter million people. We were asked to lead the youth of the city’s only Baptist Church but also inherited responsibility for three daughter churches in the cities of Enns, Steyr and Passau. Soon after we began, the Baptist Pastor contracted pleurisy and was quarantined for six months. We were also asked to assume his responsibilities during that period. 

It is quite obvious that a 30-year-old American missionary could not handle that much ministry alone, so I immediately began to train disciples. We “camped” in the youth room during our search for housing, so we got to know the youth very well. We taught them how to witness in the streets and parks. They balked at first, so I suggested forming a choir and singing. It was not long before they were giving their testimonies and counseling youth. 

The Baptists had only recently built a new church and a large basement room had no particular purpose, so they said that we could make it into a youth center for evangelizing city kids. Not only our youth group, but a number of kids they were trying to reach with the gospel and almost all church members joined with us in the project. We called it the “Catacomb” and it soon became well known not only in Linz, but all over Austria and beyond. 

In 1972, a reporter team from Trans World Radio visited youth centers all over Europe and when the report came out on the radio and in their magazine, they praised our ministry as being the most effective in all Europe! In just six months, 42 young people had chosen to give their lives to Christ. These too became disciples. Some were drug addicts who needed special care. The local Salvation Army had just bought a hotel for their operations in the city. They had more rooms than needed, but no workers qualified to work with addicts, so we agreed to provide strong Christians who would live with drug addicts one on one to help them overcome their addiction and give spiritual counseling. We called it “The Extra Mile Domicile.” 

We also took youth with us when ministering in the three daughter churches. Two of the daughter churches became indigenous and the church in Passau was later cited as the fastest growing church in Europe! 

We visited our supporting churches on a short furlough in 1973 and shared a slide presentation of what God was doing and how lives were being changed. The pastor of one church called us aside and said that his church would have to drop its support of our ministry.  He said that some of the male youth in our pictures had long hair. I explained that many who came to the center were unsaved. He said that no male with long hair would be permitted in their youth meetings. I tried to explain that these were not church meetings but evangelistic meetings for reaching youth off the streets with the gospel. His decision, however, was final. That same church had "Solomon's Head of Christ" printed on its offering envelopes and there was an almost life-size painting of Jesus, the Good Shepherd holding a lamb on the back wall of the sanctuary. Jesus had long hair in both pictures! 

It became clear to me that there was a serious problem in American churches. Most churches see their youth meetings as a means of keeping youth off the streets or from becoming infected by the world. They offer all kinds of activities and entertainment, but little or nothing is being done to disciple these kids! 

When Jesus sent the twelve and seventy disciples out in Matthew 10 and Luke 10, they were sent as “lambs among the wolves.” Luke 10:17 says that they ”returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name.”  Our youth also had experiences that gave them joy as well as opposition, but God protected them from the wolves. 

I find it sad that a church would deem it necessary to drop the support of missionaries who are seeking to disciple youth to become “missionaries.” I fear that the situation is not much different when it comes to discipleship among church members.
Disciples in Austria
After ten years in Linz, we moved back to Ampflwang to help the struggling small church we had served earlier. It was a difficult decision and we named several conditions for our move. We insisted that each believer have a responsibility. All of the older men were required to learn how to lead services and Bible studies. All members learned the basics of witnessing and in three years the church was indigenous, owned its own property and had called a pastor. When that pastor tried to introduce unbiblical practices, he was asked to leave and the church decided that the men should take turns preaching until they found a new pastor. That was in 1999 and they still have no pastor 22 years later, but the church is growing and even helped to found other churches in the area. 

In 1984, we founded the Austrian Bible Institute in Ampflwang. Again, we followed the Lord’s model of making disciples. The students were almost always with us, in classes, at meals, doing practical work around campus, in outreach ministries and summer missions. When the school was started, the small church in Ampflwang was the only evangelical church within 40 miles, but within seven years, four more churches were planted in the area with assistance from students and staff. 

Disciples in Europe
During our first furlough in 1968, we attended a training seminar of The Christian Service Brigade in the Northwoods of Michigan. I had a burden of beginning a youth work for kids between 10 and 16 years of age. Most churches had chldren and youth groups, but this age group was falling between the cracks. A young couple who had already gotten secular university degrees, enrolled in the Bible Institute to get a solid Bible foundation before entering the ministry. I asked what kind of ministry, and we  rejoiced to hear that they had the same burden for kids in that neglected age group. We joined forces immediately and by the time they graduated in 1988, we already had trained over a hundred youth workers and helped sixty Austrian churches start  “Jungschar” ministry! Today, that youth organization is established in 17 nations of Europe! Scores of Bible Institute graduates are serving the Lord, planting churches in Austria, Europe and around the world.  

Disciples in Early America
In the early years of our nation, many if not most settlers were religious refugees who had fled persecution and the lack of basic freedoms in Europe. The European privileged classes and nobility controlled virtually everything. Tradesmen were permitted certain limited freedoms such as education and property ownership, but the masses belonged to the peasant class, which was nearly the same as slavery. It was among the peasants that the anabaptist groups found eager followers. Many of these viewed the new world discoveries in the west as God’s promised land and made great sacrifices to take their families on those difficult voyages. Upon arrival, the pilgrims had to build small huts and clear ground for basic needs, but not long afterwards, they founded churches and schools, which often occupied the same building. In those days, the church was primarily for teaching. Just about every college or university in America had its beginnings primarily as a theological school for training pastors. Spreading the gospel was the duty of every Christian. 

Around 1800, Americans learned of a Sunday School movement in England in which children and even adults could learn to read and write. This movement grew and became quite popular by the middle of the 1900s. The Bible was the primary text book, so God’s Word became well known to most. 

Moving the calendar ahead half a century, my parents joined Elmer Baptist Church and their eleven children (I was second and the oldest boy) became involved in many of the church ministries. My parents saw to it that their children attended church and Sunday School, Vacation Bible School in summer and other children’s and youth groups that were available. I attended Bible Camp nearly every summer in the 50s, but didn’t commit my life to Christ until 1956 when I was 19. Looking back, I recall being very critical of religion and many Christians that I came into contact with. My parents and Sunday School teachers soon came to the conclusion that I was an incorrigible rebel. I know, because they told me. The first time I heard that accusation, I asked what “incorrigible” meant. 

After serving about 8 years with my wife as a missionary, we were speaking in my home church on our second short furlough. One of my former Sunday School teachers told my wife she had been convinced that nothing good would ever come of me. Then she noticed me listening, blushed and asked me to forgive her! 

I don’t think that I was a rebellious kid, but I often asked “Why?” At a time when it was expected that kids simply comply, obey or keep silent whenever older people made authoritative statements, my questions were considered inappropriate. 

I turned 83 in March, 2021 and I still ask questions, especially when someone makes a dogmatic statement without convincing biblical references. Some Christian friends have advised me not to ask questions if I don’t wish to be classified as a heretic, but I have even written articles which contradict the teachings of some Bible teachers and preachers. I also post them on the internet but always ask for biblical responses that counter my positions. To date, either no one has found the articles or they don’t want to offend me, but I am always eager to be corrected or reprimanded if wrong.
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