Hindrances to Church Growth

The two biggest hindrances to church growth are hierarchical leadership and ornate buildings. 

In NT times it was the High Priests and Pharisees who were the biggest hindrances, dressed in fancy garments with enlarged borders (tassels) to impress. 

Following close behind was the people’s infatuation with King Herod’s magnificent temple. Even the disciples were enthralled by its grandeur. 

In the middle ages, the church built magnificent cathedrals and made ornate robes for their priests. Today many evangelical churches are packed full of electronics and comforts. Pastors are well paid and highly esteemed in the church and community. 

In the NT, the church is made of people and all are priests. Jesus said, “Know ye not… ye are the temple of God!” Paul called the believers  “a holy priesthood.” We are all anointed with the Holy Spirit (I Cor. 14:25). 

The church is first mentioned in the Bible in Matt. 16:11 - not yet born, but indestructible! Unfortunately, much of the salt has lost its savor.  

“Church Planting”
Missions is different today. There are few places where one can assume 20-30 years of uninterrupted ministry. Few young people are willing to spend 20-30-40 years of their lives in missions. Even pastors change jobs frequently. The Lord’s return is immanent. 

In Acts 14, Paul spent about 18 months in one small part of Asia Minor (Turkey) and when he departed, he left several churches complete with elders and disciples. On his 2-year missionary journey, he left behind 4 churches with disciples and elders. Over a period of 10 years, he established dozens of churches. And we would not consider most areas where he went receptive to the gospel (II Cor. 11). What was the key to his success? Paul tells us himself: “The foolishness of the gospel!” 

Tenents of the New Testament Church 

Joy, praise, unity, prayer, worship, preaching, teaching, baptism, fellowship, communion, offerings, sharing, suffering, comforting, boldness, power, grace, discipline, confession, forgiveness, mourning, rejoicing, exhorting, admonishing, edifying, singing, mentoring, order, leadership, thanksgiving, commitment, …

Four Basic Ingredients of Fellowship in a Local Church

Fellowship of believers in worship, 

Fellowship of believers in God's Word, 

Fellowship of believers in prayer; 

Fellowship of believers in ministry.

One of the least understood passages in the New Testament is Matt. 16:18, where Jesus says, “Upon this rock I will build my church.”

Jesus said that the fields are ripe unto harvest, but the standing wheat doesn’t make that observation. His disciples were fishermen, but the fish were not enthusiastic about getting caught. Jesus sent his disciples as lambs among wolves. They were not to expect a warm reception. We don’t know how many disciples Jesus called. The gospel only tells us of 82 who were sent (Luke 9:57-62) and 120 who were gathered at Pentecost (Acts 1). And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14)
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