SAYING THANKS or GIVING THANKS?
II Corinthians 9:1-15

Before having my devotional time on Sunday, November 22, 2020 I prayed and asked the LORD for a word that had something to do with Thanksgiving.  I had been  reading and studying II Corinthians, so I opened my Bible and began reading  where I left off at chapter 9. 

In verses 1–5 Paul is reminding the Corinthians of an upcoming visit and its purpose. He says that he is sending a small delegation ahead to make certain that the Christians in Corinth have not just promised to give for the needy, but are really giving generously from their hearts.

The next section of Chapter 9 carries the title,  "The Cheerful Giver" in my Bible. It occurred to me that we were celebrating Thanks giving! I continued to read. 
6  But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 
7  Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 

8  And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: 

9  As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. 
10  Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness. 

I will return to the last five verses of Chapter 9 later. But now I want to intersperse a bit of American history.
THANKSGIVING in AMERICA
If you Google the words “Mayflower Pilgrims” you will discover that 101 colonists aboard the ship, Mayflower, landed in what is now called Cape Cod, Massachusetts after 66 rough days at sea. It was considered a miracle that only one of the original 102 pilgrims died during the voyage, but within a year of that landing on Plymouth Rock, over half of them had died from the harsh winter conditions and disease.  
Americans celebrated the 400th anniversary of the Maylower landing on November 11, 2020. they also celebrated the 400th anniversary of the first Thanksgiving in November of 2021. The only eyewitness report of this event was written by  the Mayflower pilgrim, Edward Winslow.  He reported that 22 men, four married women, including his wife, and about 25 children and teens celebrated that first thanksgiving along with 90 invited guests - native Americans of the Wampanoag tribe. According to Winslow, the celebration lasted three days and the purpose was to demonstrate their love and gratitude to God for helping them through that first difficult year in the new world.  
Although most of the above is true, a number of famous paintings of this historic occasion depict a civil and peaceful atmosphere. The colonists had to have been quite nervous about the fact that they were viewed as “intruders” by the natives who well outnumbered them. 
The first Thanksgiving on American soil, however, was celebrated over half a century earlier, in 1564 or 1565, depending on what version of the story you believe. 
Early explorers and settlers in America claimed almost without exception to be “Christians,” but their intentions and motivations were quite varied. Some came with the aim of forming colonies that would expand the powers of their homelands. These colonies were intended to become “church states” or “state churches” in the New World. A “church state” is a nation ruled directly by a religious entity and a “state church” was the officially recognized religion of a nation. In either case, there was no freedom of religion. 

Later settlers often came as adventurers seeking wealth, but a large segment of the colonists were religious refugees who had suffered much for their faith in Europe. They only wanted freedom to worship as they believed was right according to the Bible, and they wanted freedom to raise and teach their children accordingly.

Unfortunately, It is not just in recent years that history has been purposely re-written in order to make it “politically correct.” American school children today learn that the first permanent settlement in North America was established in 1565 when the Spanish Admiral, Pedro Menéndez de Avilés, founded St. Augustine in what is now Florida. What history students are not told, however, is the fact that there was a special urgency in the Admiral’s mission. In the previous year, a group of French Huguenots, followers of the reformer, John Calvin, landed in Florida and founded Ft. Caroline. They hoped to establish a safe haven for other Huguenot refugees, but their hopes were short-lived. 
Spaniards under the leadership of de Avilés landed in Florida and slaughtered the Huguenots in a great massacre. They established St. Augustine near where Ft. Caroline had stood. Spain’s intent was to establish a Spanish - Roman Catholic colony in the new world. That piece of American history has been suppressed for obvious reasons. It puts the Roman Church in a bad light. 
Now let us get back to the final verses of II Corinthians 9.

THANKSGIVING in the BIBLE
“Thanksgiving” is mentioned 21 times in the Bible,  three times in the final verses of II Corinthians 9.  When we hear that word, we generally think of expressing appreciation or saying  thanks, but both the Hebrew and Greek words translated "thanksgiving" indicate that generous action is involved. 
We teach our children to say thanks but God teaches his children to give thanks. The word is "thanks-giving," not "thanks-saying."  
Most of us likely had parents who tried to teach us to be thankful. Do you remember that? We were taught to say “Please and “Thank you” and we often complied beligerantly!

True thanksgiving involves a demonstration of our gratitude to God through our service for others.


Jesus said that the greatest commandment is to love God first and foremost with all we have and are, but how can we do that? We cannot see him and he needs nothing! Jesus added a few words, that we need to take seriously. He said that the Golden Rule is equal to the first commandment! You can’t have one without the other!

Now read the last five verses prayerfully, asking God how you can celebrate "Thanks-Giving" this year:
Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.  For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God;  Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men; and by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you.  Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 

The big word today is "entitlement."  Few people pause to SAY "thanks" but even fewer GIVE thanks! 

Verse 5 says we should give of a willing heart and not out of "covetousness" (according to Eph. 5:5 and Col. 3:5, coveting is idolatry!). The idea is giving with grateful hearts for the abundant blessings ("bounty") that God has given us. Many who claim to be Christians give grudgingly, because they would really prefer to spend that time and effort on selfish projects. They would rather keep that money, or those things for themselves.  They may call it “Thanksgiving”, but in reality it is often just fulfilling a perceived obligation to SAY “Thanks.” 
THE UNSPEAKABLE GIFT
In closing, I want to speak about the unspeakable gift mentioned in verse 15!

The Greek words used here are: ἀνεκδιήγητος δωρεά  

anekdiēgētos dōrea means an “indescribable gift.” No words can describe it! 

What was God’s unspeakable or undescribable gift to Adam and Eve?  

God created heaven and earth, plants, animals and finally, he created man in his own image.  And then he gave Adam and Eve an “unspeakable gift” -- impossible to describe accurately:
And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. Genesis 1:26-29

In all creation, there was only one thing that God withheld from man.
What was man’s response to that unspeakable gift? 
He lusted (coveted) after the only thing that God had withheld. The fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was forbidden fruit, but they lusted after it, took of it and ultimately paid the dire consequences, DEATH! 
No words can describe the unspeakable sin of man!

What was God’s response to that unspeakable sin? He gave another unspeakable gift!
He sent his only Son to earth to be born as a human being, into a poor family, who lived and grew up in a town of poor reputation, yet remained pure and righteous. In the prime of life, he suffered the most horrible torture and death imaginable to purchase sinful man’s redemption. Not only that, but he gave him new life and the indescribable opportunity to serve God in eternity!
Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift!
No words can describe it!

What is YOUR response to that unspeakable gift?

Ralph V Harvey
Hammonton, NJ, November 21, 2021
1

