Church and Facebook

There are three passages in the New Testament which state that the salt is of little or no use when it loses its effectiveness (savor). I had to think of the Lord's statement during our quarterly business meeting on Wednesday, February 19, 2020 when discussing a new media project on facebook.

Jesus named love as the primary agent of the "great" commandment in Matthew 22: 

But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered together. Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and saying, Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets (Matthew 22:34-40).

The power of the church of Jesus Christ is agape love. Nothing is greater than God's love for us; God IS love. God's Word is the foundation of the church and Jesus is the head, cornerstone and keystone of the church. We believers are the building blocks or members of the body. 
The world should know that we are his disciples (servant followers, apprentices), but they must also know that we love others. We should love one another as Jesus loves us (John 13:34-35 and John 15:12-20). Not just one another as believers, but also our neighbors, co-workers, relatives etc.. I don’t see a problem here yet, but we need to be very careful how much further we can go without betraying the gospel and our Lord. 
The Bible says that Christians are to be the “salt of the earth” (Matthew 5:13). The verse continues, “but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.” 

Many Christians, and even churches have lost their savor (agape) and adopted facebook theology. Its all about belonging, “selfies” and reciprocal “friending.” That philosophy is diametrically opposed to the gospel and the task of the church of Christ. 

In his prayer recorded in John 17, Jesus mentions the "world" 19 times (1x "earth").He makes it clear that Christians should have no collusion or fellowship with the world. We are in the world, but not of the world. We are instructed to preach the gospel to all the world, not to seek its approval. 

All believers are sinners saved by grace yet many choose to do that which pleases unbelievers even though it displeases God. Many fail to distinguish between worldliness and holiness. 

When the church seeks approval and acceptance of the world, we are on dangerous grounds. We need revival, not popularity. Christians are to be living sacrifices unto God, not catering to the world. It is even more dangerous when we invite the wicked into our fellowship. We need to distinguish between preaching and teaching, evangelism and discipleship. Preaching the gospel and witnessing are for the world, but the church is for teaching and making disciples.

For more, see Images of the Creator Should also be Creative
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