“You can’t Spend Too Much Time in the Word”

As I heard this statement in a sermon recently, I was at first in total agreement, but ever since I was a kid, I developed a habit of questioning any dogmatic statement. I still tend to do this in spite of having faced a few critical accusations of being rude or impolite. As a result, I don’t normally question such statements out loud or immediately. 
We listen to a fine Christian radio station (BBN) over the internet almost all day every day. The music and news coverage are great and we hear many fine sermons, some from preachers who have long been enjoying their heavenly reward. The latter never argue with me when I question some dogmatic statement that they made. Since radio is one-way communication, neither do those who are still living. Sometimes I would like to write an email or letter to comment, but it is nearly impossible to find a personal address on their websites. My patient and understanding wife is accustomed to hearing my comments and she seldom disagrees - audibly.
As I contemplated the title of this document, the thought occurred to me that there are things that cannot be done simultaneously with Bible study. You can not study the Bible while baby-sitting or working in most places of employment. Even a pastor should lay his Bible aside if he keeps falling asleep or if his wife or children need him. I once had a memorable experience that illustrates this truth.
My father and grandfather were builders and I too learned the trade. During the fifties, my father began specializing in church construction. I was just 17, but had already learned many aspects of construction work. We built an addition onto a church where the young pastor spent nearly all day every day in his study, but some members complained that his sermons were dry and uninteresting. After most of the main construction work was finished, I was sent to finish some small jobs in the parsonage. The pastor’s attractive wife followed me around and chatted incessently and it soon became apparent that she was simply bored, lonely and wanted company. I hope that pastor learned to rightly divide his time in the study and at home. 

In Matthew 22:36, a lawyer (Mark calls him a scribe), asked, “Which is the great commandment in the law?” Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. That young pastor would have said “amen” to that statement, but Jesus didn’t stop there. He said, And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
We need to take the entire verse seriously. If that pastor, husband and father was not spending quality time with his wife and children, the time spent studying God’s Word was probably wasted. 
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. They are inseperable!
II Timothy 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 
