82 Missionaries Commissioned
Matthew 10:16 and Luke 10:1-17

Two Sendings 
The New Testament records two occasions on which our Lord sent out disciples. Matthew 10 reports on the sending or commissioning of the twelve disciples and Luke 10 records the sending of seventy more disciples. Missionaries generally use the latter passage for their presentations. Luke 10:1-20 seems custom tailored for missionary presentations, covering the entire spectrum of modern missions:
 * Seventy missionaries are commissioned by the Lord in verse one.
 * The great need in the world and the sense of urgency for missionaries is expressed in verse two.
 * The Lord sends the seventy out into missionary service in verse three.
 * Verse four deals with missionary support levels and initial outfitting.
 * Verses 5 – 11 present a detailed mission strategy.
 * We find “missionary care” in verses 12 – 16. The missionaries are told what they can expect to face and how to respond.
 * Luke concludes the missions challenge in verse 17 with the happy ending that people, especially Americans, delight in. The disciples return rejoicing and victorious!
* Finally, in verses 18 – 24, the missionaries come home on furlough and report to the Home Board, where they get a debriefing.

Matthew skips the happy ending and adds 25 extremely uncomfortable verses. It's no wonder missionaries prefer to use the text in Luke 10! (Read Matthew 10 at home!)

Often ignored verse: 
There is one difficult verse in both passages that missionaries and pastors normally gloss over. I have never heard anyone expound on either Matthew 10:16 or Luke 10:3. Jesus made virtually the same statement in both commissioning services. Why don't Christians deal seriously with these verses?
 
In Matthew 10:16, Jesus, the Good Shepherd, sends his disciples out as “sheep in the midst of wolves!” Luke 10:3 says, "lambs among wolves." 
 
You have most likely read and heard these verses many times. Have you ever paused to consider what Jesus is saying? After all, it IS part of the so-called "Great Commission." And if it is repeated in both sendings, Jesus must have felt that it was important for us to know and understand.
 
About Sheep and Lambs  (plural)
Sheep are fearful, clumsy and defenseless creatures. And they are also dumb. The flock is their refuge, and the shepherd is their protectorate. This is particularly true of lambs. A dozen sheep could possibly be considered a small flock, but not 70 lambs.
 
No shepherd in his right mind would lead his flock of sheep or lambs among wolves, yet the "Good Shepherd" actually SENDS them! According to Luke 10:1 the Lord sends his lambs into places where he himself had not yet been. And he sends them two by two into the wolf pack!
 
Did you get that folks? Jesus sends - HIS lambs or sheep - two by two - among the wolves - where he himself has not yet been (pioneer missions)! I Repeat: These defenseless creatures are sent two by two into places where Jesus himself has not yet gone – into the wolf pack!
As Paul Harvey used to say, “Now for the rest of the story.”
The Lamb is introduced in Revelation 5 and is obviously Jesus Christ. Only he can open the seven seals of the book given him. Six of the seals are opened in Chapter 6 and the seventh is opened in Chapter 8. 

Rev 6:1  And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see. 

Rev 6:2  And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer. 

Rev 6:3  And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see. 

Rev 6:4  And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword. 

Rev 6:5  And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand. 

Rev 6:6  And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine. 

Rev 6:7  And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see. 

Rev 6:8  And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth. 

Rev 6:9  And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 

Rev 6:10  And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 

Rev 6:11  And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. 

Rev 6:12  And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; 

Rev 6:13  And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. 

Rev 6:14  And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. 

Rev 6:15  And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; 

Rev 6:16  And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 

Rev 6:17  For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? 

The Lamb Wins! (singular) 
The first seal seems quite harmless, but only because we are accustomed to what is described here. Someone riding a white horse goes forth to conquer. The rider is armed with a bow and accompanied by a noise like thunder. I would say, “government as usual.” The primary motivation of all worldly politics historically and up until this day, is gaining power and influence. Politicians do this by talking big and tough. They make a lot of noise (thunder), promise great things and use threats to get what they want. The conqueror riding the white horse seems to have nothing but success, but there is probably no such thing as a politician who is satisfied with his achievements. 
I will go over the next five seals quickly. The second seal is identified as a red horse. Red is the color of blood and terrorism. The rider of the red horse has a great sword and takes peace from the earth by causing people of the earth to kill each other. 

The third seal reveals a black horse and a rider holding scales. The message is one of hunger and starvation. 
Many overlook the latter part of that message. “Don’t hurt the oil and wine.”  In difficult times, men turn to alcohol, which may drown their anxiety, but it only makes their situation worse. In former generations, theologians were a bit puzzled about the mention of oil, which was primarily used for light. Today we know the vital importance of petroleum in times of war. God told his angels, “Don’t hurt the wine or the oil!”  
When the fourth seal is opened, we see a pale horse representing death, with hell following close behind.  A fourth of the world population will die by the sword, starvation, or by “beasts of the earth” [Greek: “wild living creatures” which would include animals of every size, insects and pestilence].

The fifth seal is opened. Believers who had been martyred for their faith are seen under the altar. (There is no temple, but there is a golden altar. These believers cry out asking, how long it would be before their tormentors would be judged. They are given white robes and instructed to rest a while until other fellow believers who must yet be killed join them. 
When the sixth seal is opened there are great natural disasters including an earthquake, a great solar eclipse and the light of the moon turning red. There will be violent winds and meteorite showers on earth. All mountains and islands will be removed from their places - tossed around like leaves in the wind!
I want to share some thoughts about the sixth seal as given in chapter 8:15-17. And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?
First of all, you will note that “Lamb” is singular and only refers to Jesus Christ. We Christians are not mentioned, because this describes events during the tribulation period and Christians will have been raptured. Those Christians who were martyred and mentioned as awaiting the judgement day are not the only ones in heaven at this time. Note that they are called souls, but they obviously have physical bodies for they are seen, wear robes, speak and rest. (You can read my document about “Soul & Spirit” on www.rvharvey.org.
Many Christians are very upset about the way in which evil people are getting stronger and bolder all the time. We too are crying out to God, “How much longer can we hold out?” 
Just look at the world situation beginning right here in the USA. In just a few short years, the wicked have taken almost complete control. They not only do evil continually, but they have legalized evil and passed laws that make obeying God illegal !  Evolution is no longer theory, but a fact that our children must be taught in school. Other that that, there are few facts left that have not been changed, challenged or eliminated. Babies may now be legally murdered from conception through birth and politicians are pushing to legalize euthenasia of those with downs syndrome or who are just plain old. 
After the Supreme Court gave the LGBTQ crowd a free ticket to be and to do anything they wanted sexually, President Obama lit up the White House in rainbow colored lights to celebrate. Right now, the wicked in government are enjoying their victories. They have complete control and can do anything they want. They have effectively muzzled all who would dare criticize their evil behavior. 
After the church is raptured, many wicked people will shout “Good riddance!” and throw a big party. That party continues while the White House dances and the white horse prances, but suddenly there will come a red horse, followed by a black horse and a pale horse. When the sixth seal is broken, the partying and celebrating ends completely. 

The seventh seal is broken in chapter 8. We read in chapter 10:7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets. The last of the yet unfulfilled prophesies of Daniel and other Old Testament prophets will have been fulfilled!
Conclusion

We need not be surprised at this development. God warned us in his Word. In Noah’s day, God said, “These people are only evil continually. I must destroy them.” When man built the Tower of Babel, God said, “If we don’t stop them, nothing will be imossible for these evil people!” Daniel said that “knowledge will increase “ in the last days. We are told that there will be a great “falling away” in the end times. The Bible speaks of the “mystery of iniquity” (untruth, impossible, unscientific). II Timothy speaks of “perilous times”, when people are “lovers of self” (social media!). They have a “form of piety” (religion) but deny the power. II Peter 3:1-3 talks about those who are “willingly ignorant.” 
Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1-2)  
Yes, the Lamb wins, and those who reject the truth have nothing left but untruth, lies, deceit and their sins. For these, there is no “happy ending,” but rather eternal torment! And the lambs who Jesus sent among the wolves will, like Jesus the Lamb of God, in Revelation 6, celebrate victory and live in great anticipation of the joy that is set before them.”
Ralph V Harvey
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