Heaven, Hell and Terror
A single missionary from Columbia usually made our house her home during furloughs. She was like a second mother, permitted to spank us if our parents were not around. We all loved and respected her, however. I have two separate letters from her congratulating me on giving my heart to Jesus. I cannot remember the occasions but know that she would not lie to me. 
I do recall making a public decision at a campfire service when I was around 8 or 9. I enjoyed camp and on the final night, there was a hot-dog roast around a big campfire. After the fire died down, we sang a few songs and then the Camp Director brought the message, He painted a vivid picture of that horrible place called hell, the final destination of all sinners. He then compared this to the mansions in glory and streets of gold which God was preparing for all Christians. He asked how many of us would prefer going to heaven rather than to hell. Burning logs provided a dramatic backdrop for his challenge. If we were prepared to take that "step of faith," all we needed to do was raise our hands. Our options being so clearly defined, most of us chose heaven rather than hell.  
My parents were Lutherans when I was born, so I may have been baptized then. When they later joined a Presbyterian church, I was sprinkled and made a member. Still later our family transferred to a Baptist Church where I was baptized by immersion. I am still a member of that church but I didn’t commit my life to Christ until Memorial Day, 1956 when I was nineteen.  A guest pastor preached at Camp HALUWASA on the Prodigal Son and God was speaking to me. I was under conviction of my sinful life but didn’t go forward or raise my hand at invitation time. I didn’t check a little box on a decision card or repeat the sinners prayer after a counselor, but my commitment was genuine. I promised God with tears, to live for him and serve him as long as I lived. Oddly, the prospect of burning in hell or basking in the glory of heaven never entered my mind. Nor did it occur to me that I had been baptized at least twice before becoming a Christian. 
When my wife and I got to Austria in 1964 and began our missionary careers, we first needed to learn the German language. Following language study, in 1966, we were invited to care for a small church that English missionaries had founded while they spent three months visiting supporters in England. It seemed a great opportunity to practice our German and get to know Austrians better without having to pay rent. 

There came a day when I was asked to baptize a new convert. While counseling him about the meaning of baptism, I suddenly recalled that I had not been baptized as a Christian. I asked a Baptist minister to perform that baptism. 
Heaven

All my life, I had heard much about heaven and hell, but I discovered that Austrians, 90% of which were Roman Catholic, believed hell was the place where non-Catholics go when they died. Catholics go to Purgetory to pay for their sins and only saints get into heaven. I decided to make a study of heaven. My concordance found “heaven” over 890 times in the Bible, but nearly all of these refer to the sky. My study showed me that God lives in heaven and is eternal, but it doesn’t give much information about what heaven is like. There are a few vague references to places and happenings in heaven, but it seemed that most were about future times and events. There was the rebellion of an angel named Satan who was cast out of heaven, but he returned to criticize Job. Most descriptions of heaven are from the Apostle John’s visions of the future. Jesus told his disciples in John 14:2 that there were dwellings (the KJV translates “mansions”) in heaven and he added, “I am going to prepare a place for you.” 
In the New Testament, the term “Kingdom of Heaven” is introduced and John, the author of Revelation, futilely attempts to describe what he saw in his heavenly vision, using earthly terminology. Try to envision a city filled with “mansions”, gates made of pearls and streets paved with gold. Women may get excited about the gold, pearls and a wedding feast, but I found myself wondering what it might be like driving on a street paved with gold.
Even after enduring millenniums of sin, this world can be breathtaking, but imagine what it must have been like when Adam and Eve first got a glimpse of paradise! Someone told me once that God created Eve last because he didn’t want advice when creating Adam. Seriously though, have you ever wondered why God created people last? I think he wanted humans to see the finished product. John saw heaven 2000 years ago when it was just a construction site. People don’t know much about the before and after.
Hell

Hell is mentioned only 54 times in the Bible but there are other expressions that describe that place. God doesn’t go into great detail, but tells us enough to make us shudder at prospects facing those who reject Christ. Jesus gave us a tiny glimpse of hell when he told the true story of a rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16.

We read in verse 22 that both men died and were buried. In the next verse, the unnamed man who was no longer wealthy lifted up his eyes in hell, being in torments (plural) and saw Abraham and Lazarus from a great distance. That is perhaps the worst torture for those who go to hell. Although the righteous can’t see into hell, those in hell can see what they are missing due to their rejection of God’s truth and his sacrifice for their sin. 
Luke 16:24-26 reads, And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. 
It appears that only a few minutes have lapsed since the rich man died and this conversation took place between him and Abraham. In his former life of wealth and ease, he rejected the good news – the gospel. Now, being tormented in hell, he is told only the bad news. Now, in hell, the once wealthy man gets a missionary vision, but it gets worse. 
Luke 16:27-31 continues,  Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him [Lazarus] to my father's house: For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead. 

Some self-declared theologians don’t like the idea of hell and claim that this is just a figurative parable and not reality. Jesus began this true story in verse 19:  There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day....
Not just unbelievers, but some who claim to be Christians (and perhaps are), will be held accountable for their deliberate abuse and disregard of God’s Word. When pastors, evangelists and even ordinary believers encourage unbelievers to get saved, accept Christ, or in other ways respond to an invitation by using scare tactics or bribery, there will be a price to pay! I wouldn’t want to be in their shoes on judgment day or at the great white throne of judgment. 
Jesus said to Nicodemus in John 3:16-18
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 
Terror and Bribery
Most religions are driven by fear, greed or both. Islam, for example, is driven by fear or terror. Moslems fear to be seen even talking to Christians. Any departure from Islamic law is punished by draconic methods. A thief can have his hand chopped off and a woman who is caught in adultery is beheaded, but the worst sin is leaving the Islamic religion and extreme torture can be expected. 
Other religions take advantage of human greed. They promise adherents that not only their needs, but their desires will be satisfied by certain actions, usually connected to monetary gifts or good deeds. And to top it all off, we go to heaven when we die! 
The gospel of Jesus Christ offers salvation and freedom from bondage, but it is all about God’s love and forgiveness. That should not be a difficult message to preach. All people should enjoy being free from bondage, being loved and to have their sins forgiven! Why would anyone preach fear and terror to scare others into believing and accepting the salvation that God offers freely? God hates slavery more than slaves hate it. Consider the plagues of Egypt which were punishment for the way they treated the children of Israel. Joseph not only spared Egypt the terrible effects of the famine that other nations experienced, but Egypt even profited by the anguish and desperation of other nations, making Egypt the most powerful kingdom on earth! 
Every person who seeks forgiveness of sin and believes on Jesus Christ receives salvation as a gift. Catholicism teaches that a person must do penance or good deeds to pay for sins committed, but In biblical Christianity, we serve the Lord out of love and gratitude. 
The striking disparagement between all other religions and Christianity is the reason why Christians are hated and persecuted around the world. But it is not the Christians' love and forgiving spirit that makes them hated. Love and forgiveness does not occur without the recognition and acceptance of truth. The truth makes us "free indeed," but it strikes fear into the hearts of earthly powers who are trying to subjugate the masses. They can't tolerate Christianity and God's Word. 
Our Constitution declares that government is for, by, and of the people, but that only benefits a nation that is "under God." Socialism, Communism, and Islam all claim to be for the people, but the goal is absolute subjection (slavery) of the individual to an elite few. The free will of man living in harmony with God's will made our nation great. The free will of man detached from God is destroying our nation. 
The strongest evidence of this intense hatred for the truth can be seen in the crucifixion of our Lord. The leaders of the Jews rejected and killed him because his love and forgiveness was freely offered to all who repented of their sins and believed. This threatens to topple man’s power structures and their subjection of the masses. 

Christ came to seek and to save the lost, not to enslave them. Truth, however, has two sides. On the one side, truth reveals what is right and wrong. For those who believe and accept the truth and God’s forgiveness, there is eternal salvation. On the other side, those who reject God’s truth “are condemned already.” 
People who fear punishment, consequences or negative results may change their ways, but that is not repentance. Punishment can hopefully help a person recognize his or her sins, but great men and women of the faith are not those who respond to “campfire invitations!” 
II Timothy 1:7  says, For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 

Power
Paul wrote, For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek (Romans 1:16).  God told the prophet Isaiah, So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it (Isaiah 55:11). For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart (Hebrews 4:12).
We have no power to change people, but we have God's Word! That is why Communist governments watch their borders so carefully. I printed tons of Bible portions and Christian literature that were smuggled through the Iron Curtain into Communist countries of Eastern Europe. 
An Austrian who had relatives living in Rumania bought many grocery items and clothing and set out to visit them. At the border, he watched as customs officials ignored those gifts and searched the car, even removing the door panels. “What are you looking for”, he asked, “I have no guns, amunition or drugs”. Then he learned that they were searching for Bibles. When he returned to Austria, he went to a book store and bought a Bible to discover why the Communists fear it so much. God’s Word is powerful!
John 19:1-11 When Jesus was brought before Pilate, Jesus answered him not a word. Pilate asked, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee? Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above.

In Acts 27-28, Paul was taken to Rome by ship to appear in Caesar's court. He was a prisoner in chains who could only expect to be executed. God sent a storm that completely wrecked the ship. Normally, all prisoners would have been killed, for if any had escaped, the solders would pay with their lives (remember the jailor in Philippi?). By the end of the story, however, a prisoner named Paul had taken complete command of the situation, giving orders to the captain, the sailors and soldiers. The people of the Island of Malta had to be prevented from worshipping him! 
Love
Most religions are driven by fear (Tribal animism, Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism etc.), but Christianity is all about repentance of sin and wickedness, of forgiveness and restoring loving fellowship with God and man. "God doesn't give us the spirit of fear, but of power and of love…"

This is the second working ingredient of our ministry. We are to speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15 ). I read about a Christian who befriended a Muslim. The Muslim tried to keep their friendship secret from other Muslims and even his own family because he feared reprisals. The Christian noticed this and one day, he called his Muslim friend aside and said, "I feel a bit uneasy being your friend, because you Muslims are commanded to kill me unless I convert to Islam. You can obey Allah and kill me in order to get into Paradise, but Jesus commands me to love you because I am going to Heaven. If you kill me in obedience to Allah, remember that I love and forgive you because it pleases Jesus." 

A Sound Mind
The primary differences between Muslims and Christians are in the mind. Christians can simply not fathom how a Muslim thinks and Muslims are unable to comprehend the Christian's thinking. A Muslim is taught to be proud, to conduct himself with dignity and honor, whereas the Christian views pride as a sin and is taught to be meek, "turning the other cheek" rather than defending himself. They can not accept a God who gives his son as a sacrifice for evil people, nor of Jesus who offers no resistance when being tried and crucified. 

Islam is not just a religion, but an integrated legal, political, economic, social, and military system. The religious element is simply "a beard for all of the components." Christians are told: …be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God (Romans 12:2). Prove all things; hold fast that which is good (I Thessalonians 5:21 ). True Christian faith starts in the heart, empowered by love and it renews the mind. Islam is empowered by fear. Muslims never dare question anything in Islam and their mind is closed to the truth.  Judeo-Christian teachings have led to great achievements in science and industry. Education is important. There are almost no great Muslims in the fields of science and very few devout Muslims obtain higher education. For a female, education is viewed as poisoning of the mind.  
One might think that it would be important that every Muslim should read the Quran, but this is not so. In fact, very few Muslims read their holy book. Only the Arabic version is considered reliable, yet many cannot read Arabic. In most religions and even in some groups within Christianity, traditions, rituals and customs are far more important and binding than God’s Word. We saw this among Austrian Catholics. The worst sin a person could possibly commit is to leave the church and second worst is to question its authority on any matter. In Acts 17:11-12, Paul observed that the Bereans were more noble than those of Thessalonica, “because they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so”. 

Conclusion

Muslims love to show that there are far fewer drunks, drug addicts, or aids infected persons among Muslims than in Christianity. An authority on the Muslim religion stated, "When it comes to righteousness through good deeds, a Muslim can run rings around a Christian." Muslims moved into a slum type community in SC and established a daycare center, a bakery and a supermarket. Then they marched down the street and told all the drug pushers they didn't belong in that neighborhood anymore. The drug pushers moved out. 
Such statements show the impact of the fear factor. As I said earlier, "People who fear punishment, consequences or negative results may change their ways, but that is not repentance." Christians are sent by Jesus, the Good Shepherd, as "lambs among the wolves" but Allah sends his wolves out to destroy and devour the lambs. The “good news” is: the lambs win! 

Another definiton of “a sound mind” would be “logical reasoning”. Everyone can judge good and bad if it is happening to them, but is that truth? That kind of thinking demands abandoning either logic or truth. We cannot win the lost by abandoning either. 
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